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Happy Mot her 0 sdhdpayouhaee aapedial day

filled with love and hugs and no housework or chores!

2 §0@S 320 nonth aBdadas dieApyefare for our Empty
Bowls fundraising lunch being held on June 1There are two free
decorating workshops and hundreds of bisquieeld bowls ready to
be decorated Please encourage artists you know to join us for
these fun days on Sunday May T5nd Sunday May 29 from 10
am ¢ 2pm. Lunch is an event in itselEda Blank the cateringugen
brought the most delicious Salade Nicoise and an Almond and
Qumquat torte. Everyone is invited tobring along some paint
brushes anda plate of food to share.All ages and abilities ar@vited to join us for these joyful, creative
days and to shag a relaxed lunch under the trees.

Newworksfro m t hi s mont ho
Passionate Potter Anne Mossman T
delicately inlaid and carved porcelain with
gold leaf. Anneisa multi  -faceted lady who g{
has a secret fetish you would never expect o,

and a past career thatos
life today.
Also in this edi tion : all the details and images

from the Primitive firing workshop and lots of
phot ob6s f r omkidselasses Iclasses at
Benowa and Mudgeeraba

Next committee meeting Monday May 2nd from 5.30 at Benowa Potters
Empty Bowls Fundraising Lunch Sunday J une19 M i 11 i 2 at Benowa


http://www.goldcoastpotters.com/
mailto:potters@goldcoastpotters.com

April 30 1 June 4 Northern Rivers Portrait Prize  , Lismore Gallery

Mon May 2 ™ Gold Coast Potters Committee meeting from 5.30

Sunday May 15 Free Empty Bo wls decorating workshop 10 T 2. Al

welcom e. B owls & glaze colours provided
Bring your own paint brushes and a plate to share for
lunch.

Sun29 ™ May Secon d bowl decorating workshop at Benowa 10 1 2

details as above)

th

Mon June 6 Gold Coast Potters Committee meeting from 5.30

Sun 19" June EMPTY BOWLS FUNDR  AISING LUNCH 1 1lam - 2pm
Mon 4 ™ July Gold Coast Potters Committee meeting from 5.30

Fri Sept2 -4 Gold Coast Show - Parklands

FriSept9 i 18" Swell Sculpture Festival , Currumbin Beach

Position Vacant: Teacher for Wednesday evening class at Benowa Potters

This is an adult class and runs from @B80to 9.30 pm Wednesday evenings during term times the same as state schools.

The successful applicant woud:

EEC

1l
1l

Be an experienced potter and able to teach, at all levels, both hand building and wheel throwing and maintain appeypriate pap
Be experiened with glazing and other decorative techniques

Be familiar with loading and firing electric kilns

Be required to share with other teachers the general duties of running a studio such as glaze making, loading andilmsloading k
studio working bees anddchers meetings.

Be required to prepare and clean up around the set class times and leave the studio clean and tidy after each class.

Be able to relate to a broad cross section of students in an adult education environment

As the teachers work indepentlgrunder the banner of the Gold Coast Potters Assoc Inc the successful applicant would also need:

1l
1l
1
1l

To be a member of the Gold Coast Potters Assoc Inc

To have an ABN numbéror be prepared to get one

To have public liability insuranceor be prepared toeg it

To take a position on the committee of the Gold Coast Potters Assoc Inc and regularly attend monthly committee meetings

Remuneration is based on a per student fee less rental paid to the Gold Coast Potters Assoc Inc, an amount deteroomecitbsetiaad
varied from time to time.

Applications can be forwarded to:

The Secretary, Gold Coast Potters Assoc Inc. PO Box 9146, GCMC Bundall, QLD 9726
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t NB & % RepgftiiaQery busy month with throwing workshops, primitive
pyromaniacs on the loose and an invitation for all members, sculgtaartists and
friends to join in the fun of the two FREE decorating workshops in May.

Well March is gone and April is rushing past already and the chocolate bearing Easter
bunny is wreaking havoc on our all our good dieting intentions.

But the gold Coast Potters have had a great month. The second bowl making day for
the empty bowls event was productive and informative with 5 throwers on the go.

Two of the big guns who g  ave lots of hints and tips (and made dozens of bowls) were
Rex Keen and Geoff Walker.

Geoff is a great teacher enjoys sharing his knowledge and the three of us . Dan a.
Marion and | were happy to hang on to any advice that was being offered. And

watching them both was amazing . One tip from Geoff - knead castor sugar into

fairly firm clay .1t makes the clay more plastic but
shrinkage - use it to repair cracks in leather hard pieces

Barbara and her grand -daughter Heidi , who also likes throw on the wheel , joined us
for a time. And as usual there was way too much food for lunch. We have 60 plus
bowls to decorate from the day and we all had a good time . Megan Puls, Lyn
Rogers and Michaela Kloeckner have also been so busy making literally hundreds of
bowls ready for our big EMPTY BOWLS FUNDRAISING LUNCH. Please come along to

the decorating workshops on May 15 ™ and 29 ™1

The members social nights are becoming quite the social and creative gathering!

Su Brown with members and friends had a great Friday night sharing information and
making teapots . The gallery had their opening for new members of Clay Art Benowa

with a very good turn out and good sales .Di Bucklandds Primitive
final day was the at the beginning of April. Lots of

photobés and a story in this edit]I

And that was a quiet month / -

Happy potting
Liz Thatcher

President Gold Coast Potters
Email: yatalaselfstorage@yatalaselfstorage.com.au

Decorating ldeas I Wax Resist
When a pattern of liquid wax is applied to a glazed pot and allowed to harden |
glaze, slip or oxide colourants appli ed over the wax will  adhere onto the unwaxed
areas. The wax is burned away in the firing. Wax resist can be used on leatherhard
pots in conjunction with slips or under -glaze colourants, on bisque ware to reserve a
pattern of unglazed clay, or over raw glaze with oxides or a nother glaze.
ABOVE RIGHT : Northern Ohio Clay group member
example of wax resist work. Anyone interested can  try out this method at our Empty
Bowl decorating workshops i May 15 ™ and 29 ™. Put the dates in your diary!
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HappyM ot her 0 s Da

Kids say the cutest things

These are some responses from kids in kindy:

Is it better to be married or single? |l tds bett
to be single, but NOT for boys! Boys need someone
to clean up after them.

What does your Mum do in her sp are time?
Mumdés dondt DO spare ti me.

Wh a4 tlte difference between Mums and Dads?
Mums work at work and at home, Dads just work at
work!

Mums have magic & they make you feel better
without medicine.

A 3 year old was in her stroller, waiting in a queue

with her mum at the bank, sucking on a lollipop. The
busi nessman behind them in
what a | ovely big lollipop
up at him very seriously and said loudly o601 f vy o uI
poo -poo on the p otty, you can have alolli poptoo ! §

Jack was watching his mum breastfeeding his new
baby sister. Af t eMumawvhyahhve |
you got two? Is one for hot and one for cold milk?

My youngest daughter Corde
from running and she slipped when she was getting
into the car. oDondt worr)
a bit SLOBBERY! 6

When Kendall was 5 the Life Education Van visited
the school . She came home
|l earnt all about our BLABB
meant bladders)

| hope all mothers, grandm  others, children and
families enjoy celebrating this special day with each
other.

Newsletter Editor, Suki Mead
Keep your stories coming: suki.mead@bigpond.com
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The special vase
Cordelia made for me at
one of Lys
wheel t hrowing
workshops i filled with
our cheerful crop of

Great to see Megan Puls and
Midge Johansen exhibiting at 19
Karen Gallery, 19 Karen Avenue,

Mermaid Beach. They have lots of

gorgeous Mot her oés

Call in during the holidays and

browse through their lates  tart
exhibitions & ceramic works and
large range of jewelry and gifts.




Ki d 6s ¥ Glasses at Mudgeeraba and Benowa

Dondt mi s-sooknow for the start of Term 2
Lorraine at Mudgeeraba: 55783692 or Lyn at Benowa: 559433

Children of all ages love playing with clay and creating their own masterpieces to

treasure for life! Clay is such a versatile and tactile medium, kids become immersed

in their own world of creativity, learning a whole variety of techniques and i mproving
fine motor skills, 3 dimensional creativity and concentration.

Here are just some of the work made by students at Benowa and Mudgeeraba Potters.

Games, boxes with lids, a mini smorgasbord of food, beauti ful wheel t hrown va
award wi nning lighthouse, an  incredible giant pot  with leaves attached, mermaids and show
dogs. Thekidsha veabal I with 2 two hour <c¢classes starting at

Tim did a brilliant job on his
hand coiled &decorated pot



Gol d Coast Potters Annual

Saturday August 13 ™ 2011
THEME: FUNCTIONAL DOMESTIC

The Annual Gold Coast Potters Exhibition is an eagerly anticipated at®wttmembers’
works. Members and students alike are invited to exhibit, with the only requirement being
that one has to be a paid up member 6 months prior to the exhibition date.

With sculptural, wheethrown and hand built pieces all contributingo an interesting mix
of form and creative ideas the event has proved to be an exciting time for both potters anc
visitors.

There are 8 sponsored categories with more than $1000 in total prizes.

B Overall winner I Yatala Self Storage $250 (+ $250) Total p rize $500
B Themed Award T Functional Domestic i ($100 sponsor required)
B Complimentary Group of Pots i Picassoobds Ce$la0maslkand

$150 product voucher
B Willy Toomey Memorial Award for Student hand - built work - $200

B Ruth Lyons Encouragement Award i for student or hobby potter [
year subscription to the Journal of Australian Ceramics

B Heather Wilton Memorial Award - $200 towards an acquisition for
Historical Collection

M Peopl eds Choi e &l00Aeuaherdrom A & M Insurance Services
Pty Ltd.

We are in need of a $10@asnsorship for the themed award, which includes advertising
benefits.If you or your business would be interested we would love to hear from yeor.
Y2NB AYyF2NXIGA2Y 2y GKS aSYdoSNDa 9s&kKAoAdl
please contact Megan Puls or Nanette Hallany member feels they would like to join the
team and help make our Exhibition an even greater success we d be more than happy to
find a mentor in whatever area you hold interest. Look forward to segmgand your

works at the next exhibition inugust 2011

MEGAN PULS 55782195EMAIL: megan@ meganpuls.com
NANETTE HALBE5229141EMAIL: nanette777@bigpond.com

Ifyoureallywanti 2 R2 a2YSUOKAYy3AZ &2dzQf f T &xguRe.
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GOLD COAST POTTERS ANNUAL EMPTY BOWLS LUNCH SUN JUNE 19
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June 19rom 1lamg 2pm at Benava Potters. Everyone is welcome.




GOLD COAST POTTERS EMPTY BOWLS
FUNDRAISING LUNCH

SUNDAY JUNE 19 " from11 71 2
at the Gold Coat Potters and Sculptors, CsshmoreRd & Carrara St,

Benowa- please invite your family and friends
All funds raised go to feeding the homeless and needy here on the Coast.
Cost is only $15 for adults and $10 for students, pensioners and concession holders
That includes all you carakand a beautiful bowl you get to take homplus we have lots of great raffle
prizes, market stalls, live entertainment with a singer, guitarist and leading violinist.
The kids will love our free Play with clay table.

FREE BOWL DECORATING WORKSHOPS
SUNDAY MAY 15 AND SUNDAY MAY 29 " 10am i 2pm

We need artists, potters, childrenin fact anyone who would like to try their hand at decorating a
ceramics. These workshop are FRESt bring a couple of paint brushes and a plate to share for lur;
Everyone is welcome the more the merrier!

For more details on any of these events please englilki.mead@bigpond.com

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR THE DAY
PLEASE LET LIZ THATCHER KNOW IF YOU CAN HELP OUT.
SO EVERONE CAN GET TO ENJOY THE LUNCH, WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE 1 HOUR S
AREAS INCLUDE FOOD SERVICE, SETTING UP TABLES & CHAIRS, SAUSAGE SIZ
SALE OF RAFFLE TICKETS, PLAY WITH CLAY TABLE FOR KIDS and many other are

Email Liz yatalaselfstorage @yatalasel fstorage.com.au

RECIPES FOR EMPTY BOWLS LUNCH BUFFET

You are welcome to bring along your own soup creation or favourite dish to the event,
including salads and sweets . However we will be serving most of the hot food from a

bain - marie and have come up with some popular soups and meat dishes:
B PUMPKIN SOUP,
s SWEET POTATO, CARROT AND Can you make sweets or
CHICKPEASOUP (in 1ast monthos newslRISGUS? )We would love little
B BEEF & BARLEY SOUP packages of treats like rum or
B APRICOT CHICKEN apricot balls, melting moments,
B THAI CHICKEN & PUMPKIN CURRY choc -chip cookies, cupcakes
B BEEF STROGANOFF and brownies to sell on the
day. Pop in cellophane with a
Some of these recipes are included in the next ribbon ready for sale.

2 pages. Ifyou are kind  enough to make some
soup, sweets or any other dish for the event,
please email details  to:

suki.mead@bigpond.com

21 April 2011
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Pea & Ha m Soup

1 x 5009 green split peas

2 tablespoons olive oll

2 brown onions, chopped

3 carrots, chopped

4 sticks celery, chopped

1 large ham hock

3 litres water

Herbs: teaspoon thyme, oregano, % cup finely
chopped mint or 2 teaspoons dried mint flakes
Lots of freshly ground black pepper, salt to

taste

Soak split peas in large bowl, cover with water and soa k overnight. Drain.
In a large soup boiler, sauté onions, carrot and celery in oil for around 10
minutes.
1 Add the split peas, herbs, ham hock and water. Cover and bring to the boil
then reduce heat to simmer, stirring frequently for around 2 hours oru  ntil the
ham beings to fall off the bone and the soup thickens. (Make sure the peas
dondét stick to the bottom!)
1 Use tongs to remove the ham hock and set aside until cool enough to cut the
ham off the bone (discarding any fat). Chop the ham and return to the soup
stirring over low heat for around 10 minutes. If this is for Empty Bowls you can
freeze in large containers when cool or make the day before the event and
bring along in the pot freshly made.

)l
il

Easy Apricot Chicken

1.5 kg chicken breast fil lets, cubed
1 onion finely diced

2 stalks celery

1 carrot finely diced

420 g tin apricot nectar

1 packet French onion soup mix

9 Sizzle onion and chicken in olive oil until lightly browned. Tr ansfer to ovenproof
casserole dish. Add all other ingredients and stir until combined.
1 Bake in a moderate oven (175 c) for an hour or until cooked.

We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.
Sir Winston Churchill

Dondot wait for a |Ilight to appear at
and light the bloody thing yourself! Sara Henderson , outback station manag er & author
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Minestrone Soup

6 rashers of rindless bacon, diced
3 carrots, cubed

2 celery sticks, chopped

1 potato, diced

3 garlic cloves - crushed

2 zucchini, cubed

Y, cabbage finely chopped

250 g green beans

2 cans crushed tomatoes

1 tin kidney beans (drained)

1 tin cannellini beans (drained)

% cup fine spiral pasta

Herbs: 1 cup of chopped parsley and teaspoon rosemar y, thyme and
oregano

2 litres of beef stock

i Saute onions, garlic, bacon and cabbage for about 10 minutes in a few
tablespoons of olive oil. Add zucchini, potato, beans and stir for another 5
minutes.
1 Add tinned tomatoes, stock and all other ingredients ( except tinned beans and
pasta). Season with salt and freshly ground pepper to taste.
Bring to the boil and then simmer for 30 minutes
Add drained beans and spiral pasta.
Cook for around 12 minutes until pasta is cooked.
Serve with fresh parmesan cheese an d a sprinkle of chopped parsley.

= =4 —a -9

Beef & Barley Soup

500 g beef chuck steak, cut into 2 cm cubes
1 or 2 onions, finely chopped

3 teaspoons sweet paprika

3 carrots, diced

2 swedes, diced

3 sticks celery, sliced diagonally

250 g finely diced mushrooms

1 tin diced tomatoes

8 cups chicken stock

1 cup pearl barley

Sizzle chuck steak and onions in oil until browned. Add paprika, then all other
ingredients. Bring to the boil. Reduce heat and simmer on low for 1 %2 to 2 hours or
until meat is tender. Season with parsley and freshly ground black pepper.

21 April 2011 Pagel0of 27




Passionate Potter Anne Mossman

The former corporate high -flyer with an award winning passion for porcelain T
read on to find outslfaomheeexquisite aatved Ana mlaidporcelain
works and her future creative plans.

lyYyS az2adaYlyQa Fl @2dz2NAGS adzomaSoia Fd aoKz2f
level corporate executive, in charge of 400 staff and a budget of $1 billion dollars. Then she retire
pursued he new passiorg LJ2 NO St | Ay @ lyySQa SEljdzAaAriasS Ayt
prestigious awards and the admiration of her peers.

l'd GKS F13S 2F o GNI3ISRe aidNHzO01 6KSYy ! yySQa q
agonizingoack operations Anne sayshat experiencenade herdfiercely independent and very
capablet a I NN SaRnotheii of {rdesaid grarydmother of twaAnne and Barry will be
celebrating their 48 wedding anniversary this year.

{KSQa OBREI2F¥f &l et RAYSyaArzyao LiQa KI NR (37
armed with a paddle, yelling in full voice along with her enthusiastic Dragon Boat racing but\she
does-I YR i KS @& QNS ¢tgkihdgipardih the stita tillé6SIND 2yt & aF2NI | 0/

Mrs Mossman is also a secret Imelda Marcos with a passion for buying shoes. Other than shag sh
KSNJ FI @2dzNA(GS Kldzyda INB .dzyyiAy3da | yR ¢wikhfioksO
of drillingbeingdg’ S Ay KSNJ ¢2NJ &4 K2 LD L K2L)S @2dz Syeaz2
KSNJ adz0O0SaasSasx | FS¢ 2F KSNI LROGGAYy3a RAal adsh
plans for the future. Suki Mead




Passionate Potter T Anne Mossman

Tell us a bit about your childhood? | was
the second-born in a family of four in Timaru,
New Zealand. My oldest sister contracted
polio when she was 5 (I was 3), nearly died
and spent the next 8 years of her life having
spinal operations and intensive therapy. |
think this event left me fairly isolated but
made me fiercely independent and very
capable. Dawn became an ordained
Buddhist monk, lives in the U.K. and has
renamed herself Anjali.

What are your most memorable childhood experiences and relationships? My
Dad was a commercial fisherman with a big boat and we spent quite a few summer
holidays on the boat, with extended family, camped out under the stars on the deck
up in the Marlborough Sounds in NZ, a wonderful piece of paradise.

When did you start potting? Only fairly recently, in 2003 after | retired from a
corporate job in Sydney. In my corporate job | was responsible for a sales budget of
$1billion and 400 staff. | was a marketing/sales manager for a wholesale distribution
computer company in Sydney responsible for
relationships with the big names in the computer
industry such as Hewlett Packard and Microsoft. |
travelled a lot around Australia and overseas,
managed a lot of staff, big budgets, had a big
head and thought | was indispensible. | worked

In my corporate job | was
responsible for a sales
budget of $1 billion dollars
and 400 s eaankdf €

lots of money, had lots of
fun, travelleda | o théada
big head and thought |
was indispensible !

hard, earned lots of money and had lots of fun.
Receiving a high distinction from the ANU for the
ceramics course and meeting all the talented
people along the way. It was a fantastic distance

course so you could undertake it from anywhere
in the world. The best part was attending a 10
day residency twice a year and meeting up with
40 other like minded but diverse people and

beingmentored by some of the
renowned ceramicists.
Isanyoneel se in the family

My husband, Barry, is very passionate about

music so it& interesting having him as very

aurally focused and me very visually focused, it

makes for some interesting differences in the

way we experience our worlds. We always get

down to Sydney to see Sculpture by the Sea
21 April 2011

Barry and Anne celebrate their 4@vedding
anniversary thisyedrs 8 ONB (1 KIS Q 4
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and go to some concerts and then the Jazz festival in
Melbourne and gallery wandering, so it works well. We
were only 18 and 19 respectively when we got married, _— i
so webdre celebrating 40 year sV 0O Benarrioag
hasndét been a b emleaont respectsice s ' n_Ne

each other and enduring loyalty and companionship
have kept us together.

We have 2 daughters and a son and 2 grandchildren.
We are fortunate to have the flexibility to travel to see
our families frequently (
slowly introducing the grandkids to clay play. -

ProudNana with her grandchiten

What do you love most about pottery?
|l tds wonderfully tacitide lkinkke mat awiabg e

Bigg est disasters?

Dondt talk to me about pl &bdheftthecralmde r e d
i ndel i ble stories to tell on my <concr e
when a clay cottle gave way and emptied a bucket of plaster down my

walls and onto the floor!

What did you learn from those 6 d i s a s Na a Iet betause | have repeated it,
to a lesser extent.

Favourite glazes and techniques? | love e | /s 27,
mi xi ng coloured clay i \\ |/
magical process where the patterns often are \ ( } '
unpredictable. Y/

What are you working on at the moment?
Diversifying, more into sculptural areas,
including mixed media.

What are your other passions/ hobbies in / N/./4
life? | | ove gardening. | /
Y acre for the last 5 years and | love the

exercise, the visual feast that plants create .
from their structure, texture, colours and life. | ﬁ

love the trials and tribulations - getting things
right, getting things wrong, things dying, things
growing like crazy and contending with the wildlife that see my garden as their
personal smorgasbord.

Y LANDSCAPES MWork acquired by
Southern Downs Gallery
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| 6m al so passionate alfbhetr eDisa domeB @atdhe hR &
State Titles in Kawana last year)

| love eating cake,
buying shoes and
my favourite shops
are Bunnings and
Officeworks 1
tragic!

What makes you really angry? Life is too short to get angry.

What makes you really HAPPY and joyful? Loo ki ng at the garde
mowed the lawn, it looks fabulous. Being around when our granddaughter makes
priceless comments i | told her that humans were descended from monkeys and
after a bit of thought (she was 4 years
monkeyo

If you could have anyone over for dinner, who would you invite? My deceased
Nana and her husband (who | never met). | heard she had a really tough life.

Do you have any words of wisdom or a philosophy you A
liveby? Keep fit, dondt sweat the
generous. |

What are you working on right now? Gold leaf over resin
on porcelain cracks (pictured right)

What 6s n e x tSomeautumyn devetbpment in the
garden and becoming more radical with my art. | think its just
a pipe dream really, | love looking at sculpture and imagine
making quite big, robust stuff but still the tiny, fragile little
bowls turn out. |1 06ve started
porcelain but nothing has been resolved to a point of being
finished yet. | do love cutting holes in things, probably a bit

Freudi an, | 6 ve fboestiroughrdead tree bragichésot s o
UL

This is one of Anne® apinka v
| mosaic bowl entitled IGNITION which won the Gold
' Coast Potters Exhibition  a few years ago and also
first prize at the Sunshine Coast Ceramic Art
Award. We look forward to seeing what
masterpieces Anne is busy creating for the
upcoming Member 6s Exhi




mo I noO upe Cummings exnales

We had all seen the video by an American primitive pot expert so
were primed up and ready for a dramatic Sunday transforming
mundane bisque pots into masterpieces of subtle hues and rando
patterns licled by flamesand buried in smokinfernos.

Under the watchful eye of Di Buckland, the maestro of primitive firings, we
eleven hopefuls were firstly encouraged to decorate our offerings, some had
been already burnished, others had terra sigillata applied with al ficéd to
960 degrees.

\ Decoraing méa SNA It & ¢SNB | &
== imagination ®Ild marker pen of liquid copper for
inish, copper carbonate, iron oxide, copper W
ags, used coffee grains, horse hair, se

5, palm leavesd a variety of

After an hour of inspired configurations and a shot of caffeine, we sallied forth to sacrifice our wares to the
temperamental Gods of fire and alchemi had planned three different types of primitive firings
sawdust smoke pitifing, barrel firing and smoke firing.

Sawdust smoke fing Because it was the longes

firing, we built the sawdust smoke pit first. Three or four
layers bricks were laid to form four walls leaving random
holes for air to circulate and feed the firangé hardwood -
sawdust was placed in the bottom of the loose brick kiln, the’ ;.
pots placed, covered in a wood shavings looser sawdust, t
a layer of dry kindling wood, shredded newspapers, palm
fronds, etc. The kindling was lit and allowed to burn down
untif G KS &l 6Rdzald 61+ a SEdzZRAYy I
kindling was added to the fire. A temporary lid of a sheet of #
tin was placed on top of the bricks with a gap for smoke to b
escape. Keeping an occasional eye on the smoke being

exuded the sawdust smokeifig was left to perform its magic until late in the day.

Barrel Firing Then the barrel firings took centre stage. Three large olive oil type tin cans were used
for these firings whose aim was to reach high temperatures fast in a 20 minute firing.

Fuelwas placed in the bottom of the cajxsugar cane mulch, palm fronds, sawdust, corn husks and pots
placed in and on top without touching, more fuel was added around the sides and on top of the pots with
paper, dry wood, palm fronds the final layer. For allit and colouration effects, copper carbonate, and

iron oxide were sprinkled in the mix. Kindling kept on being added until after about 20 minutes the fire was
allowedto die down and the pots removed with tongs.
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After much inspection and comments alidbe wares, we
adjourned for a welbarned scrumptious lunch. Then it was back
at it ¢ trying for higher temperatures and different effects on
pots ¢ more kindling, less or no sugar cane much which was not
keen to burn, more air circulating etc. By nowathered and at
one with the smokey environment, we students were keen to
experiment while Di got on with the third and last smoke firing.

Smoke flrlng This very simple firing is designed to leave
smokey yellow grey markings on pots created by a slomibg
grass fire. A tripod of bricks is formed with pots placed on a
centre brick straddling the fire. Grass is placed between the
bricks and paper on top and lit and a lid cover helps the grass to
smoulder. It was a long process with only two pots enreggi

with lovely yellowed surfaces.

Finish

At the end of the day there was much anticipation as we
dismantled and retrieved our pots from the sawdust pit and
examined the results. After cleaning with water and light
scrubbing, Di encouraged us to rub beeswds the surface of
our pots while still warm to enhance the subtle markings.

Those of us that persevered with the rubbing and polishing were
rewarded with such subtle beauty on clay that | for one have
become an enthusiastic convert to primitive firings




