
 

 

GOLD COAST POTTERS MEMBERS EXHIBITION AUGUST 13 ς 28 
OFFICIAL OPENING FROM 3PM ï SAT AUG 13 TH  ï ALL  WELCOME  

Be among the first to vie w the exhibition at Clay Art Benowa Gallery  
Will the 2011 Members Exhibition be the biggest and the best for years? ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

kiln rooms of the Gold Coast!  It looks as though there are record entries coming in and Exhibition 
Convener Megan Puls has seem some of the work going ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƭƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ άL Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
pots look like fabulous award winners. This shows what a huge effort the makers and organisers put in 

throughout the year. I would like to thank all of you. Here's for a rewarding exhibition.έ 
 

Market Day is the final day of the exhibition  ï Sunday August 28 th .   
The Society of Sculptors Annual Exhibition is also on in the historic hall and they will be joining in the fun 

with loads of bargain tables, food, drinks, wheel throwing and sculpting demonstrations.   
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5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ official opening party & presentations from 3pm Saturday August 13th 

 Volunteers are needed for the plinth painting at the Gallery on Wednesday 

August 10 th  from  10 ï 2.  Bring a plate for a shared lunch.  
                                                                                                                                   

http://www.goldcoastpotters.com/
mailto:potters@goldcoastpotters.com


 

 

DIARY DATES  FOR UPCOMING EVENTS  

Winner of las t yearôs BUSH TO THE BEACH theme award, Nanette Hall.  A worker 

and a winner pictured right with our President Liz Thatcher enjoying Nanôs success 
ï and above left ï Nanôs much loved granddaughter Ce- doni Thomas celebrating 

her 21 st  birthday party the night before Empty Bowls.  

 

July  27    Deadline for Members ô Exhibition entries  
 

Fri July 28    Winter High Tea at G.C. City Gallery ï 55884000 to book  
 

Sun  July  31    Megan Pul ôs wheel throwing w orksh op -  55782195  
 

Mon Aug 4    Committee meeting Benowa from 5.30pm  
 

Thurs Aug 4 th   Trinity Art Show opening night  
 

Wed Aug 10   Plinth painting working bee at Benowa ï volunteers needed  
Sat Aug  13    Annual Memberôs Exhibition opening  3pm Benowa  

Fri Aug 19    Memberôs Friday Fun night at Benowa from 7pm 
Sun August 28   Market D ay Benowa Potters and Sculptors   

    Final d ay to view exhibitions  
Fri Sept 2 ï Sun 4  Gold Coast Show  -  Parklands   

Mon Sept 5 th   Committee meeting ï Benowa from 5.30  

Fri Sept 9 ï 18   Swell Sculpture Festival , Currumbin Beach   
Sun Sept  11   Raku firing work shop at Mudgeeraba ï see below  

Sat Sept 17    Term 3 ends ï school holidays start  
Sun Oct 2    Studio Visits Tour fr om 9.30 -  $20 p.p. (see page  9)  
 

 
A reminder to all Members your membership is now over due and you must be a financial member to exhibit. If you are intending to hire a 
key to the pottery either at Mudgeeraba or Benowa for this year that payment is due now too. If you are surrendering a key you will receive 
a deposit refund. Please look around for any old keys, as there are a number of keys outstanding. You will need to show the Key Secretary 
or Teacher your membership/key hire receipt to get a new one. The locks have been changed so you will need a new key. 

 

 

Winner and worker, Nanette 
Hall with Liz Thatcher 



 

 

Donôt miss the 

GOLD COAST 

POTTERS 

Annual Membersô Exhibition 
Sat August 13 ï Sun  August 28 , 2011  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibition Official Opening  

Saturday August 13th from 3pm 

Wine and Nibbles  

Join us for the 

event opening 

on Saturday 

August 13th from 

3pm for opening 

drinks and 

delicious food 

and red and 

white wine.   

All pieces are 

for sale.  

The Gold Coast 

tƻǘǘŜǊΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ 

MembersΩ 

Exhibition opens  

Saturday August 

13th and 

continues until 

Sunday August 

28th.  All pieces 

are for sale. 

Everyone 

welcome!  

 
Mark et Day on Sun August 28 th  ï everyone welcome to set up sale stalls  



 

 

President Liz Thatcherôs report to the Gold Coast 

Potters Association Inc. presented at the  

Annual General Meeting held on July 4 th , 2011  

 
We are all part of an amazing group.  The Gold Coast Potters association has a lot to be proud of and I 
ŀƳ ǎƻ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ  L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƛǘ ς 
not every minute ς ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ L ƘŀǾŜ Ƴȅ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ LΩm a bit tired of it all, but always I am so 
impressed with you and what you achieve. 

 
To the association thank you for the opportunity to be president to our hard working committee thank 
you for your dedication to the association and its members.  I ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩƭƭ 
probably just stuff up and miss someone out, so just thank you sincerely one and all. 
 
I would like to note a few of our achievements in the past year: 
 

¶ Our membership is up and the members are becoming more involved in the association and this 
is vital for our survival.  Everything we do should be aimed at getting members to take ownership 
of their association. 

 

¶ Our student numbers are up as our teacher numbers 
 

¶ The continues to strengthen its financial position with a good forward plan and an increasing 
sinking fund and I direct you to the treasurers report 

 

¶ Our application for a grant with the Gambling Community Benefit Fund was successful and this 
has answered some of our vital needs 

 

¶ Our general maintenance continues to improve with council catching up on some repairs relating 
to the Clay Art Benowa Gallery.  They have assisted us with our compliance regarding the Fire 
Department and the emergency evacuation plan which is now up to date.  We have also 
initialized our training program for the emergency evacuation of the building at Benowa and we 
are indeed fortunate to have the councils support in this way. 

 

¶ We produce a great monthly newsletter which has gone from strength to strength. 
 

¶ We have joined Facebook and our web page continues to work for us on the internet very 
successfully 
 

¶ A Gold Coast Potters sub-ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Day Exhibition ς FEMME ς held at the Robina Community Gallery and members exhibited at all 3 
exhibitions held on the day 
 

¶ We have run several successful workshops 
 

¶ Our annual Members Exhibition was another great showcase for the group 
 

¶ Clay Art Benowa continues to be a great advertisement and example of what we are about ς 
members working to promote clay in the community 



 

 

The President and the birthday boy, Paul who hosted a 
special weekend at Binna Burra Mountain Lodge 

 

¶ We enjoyed a great Christmas party hosted for the 2nd year by Clay Art Benowa ς Di Buckland 
even had us singing 
 

¶ And our Empty Bowls fundraising lunch was just amazing with a big increase in revenue this year 
which will be donated to Surfers Paradise Anglican Crisis Care feeding and supporting the needy 
and hungry of the Gold Coast.  It was so good to see over 300 people in the grounds enjoying 
great food, entertainment, a silent auction and market stalls 
 

All these things assisted in raising our profile both in the general community and in the art community 
on the Gold Coast and across Australia.  And the really great thing about them all;   they make our life 
interesting and fun and that is why we are all here. Thank you again for being who you are! 
 
Liz Thatcher 
President Gold Coast Potters Inc 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ά Our only problem was too much mud cake and 
that by the end of the weekend that had pretty 
much resolved itself   We had lots of wood for the 
outdoor fire and a wood heater inside so we had 
continual fires and were lovely and warm. The 
beds were much more comfortable than I had 
expected and taking 2 hottie-bottles to bed meant 
that I was warm all night. 
 
 I think we all learnt to put off going to the toilet 
in the early hours. An extended bladder seemed a 

bit more attractive than taking the walk to the 
toilet in the icy cold.  

 
Between Family and friends the group grew to 25 for our party on Friday night and by Sunday we were 
down to twelve stayers including Nan, Di Joan and Ray.   ά²Ƙƻ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜΚ   weally great company 
plenty of food and improving weather. 
 
One of the highlights of the weekend was potter and friend Rex Keene cooking 
our Barbi and a few of us called in to see him again on our way home. Expect to 
see him at the Benowa Market Day on August 28th throwing bowls for us.  
Probably just a morning session  so hope you can all make it along.  As the 
countdown continued we were down to four and last night, it was just the two 
ΨƻƭŘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘǎΩ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ŀ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǳǇ ƻƴ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ǎƭŜŜǇΗέ             
 Thankk you all for coming and sharing the adventure.  Liz Thatcher 

Paul Thatcher is o ne of our valued ófirst gentlemenô who works so hard, 
often behind the scenes.  Many members were excited to join Liz and Paul 

Thatcher to celebrate his 60 th  birthday at the historic and scenic Binna 
Burra Mountain Lodge  -  slap bang in the mid dle of winter!  Here Liz and 

Nanette sh are their experiences of a memorable event.  
 



 

 

Nanette Hall ï one of the  Binna Burra  óstayersô along with Joan Smith 
and Di Buckland ï had a grand time.  Despite occasional zero visibility 

and some wet and freezing winter weather -  the intrepid crew had such 
a memorable weekend!  According to Nan, the head che f of Paul 

Thatcherôs Big Birthday BBQ also happens to be a rather famous potter . 
 

²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΧ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŦ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ..v ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ǇƻǘǘŜǊΗ 

 
Tables groaning with food, warm comfortable 
beds, spectacular views and convivial company. 
That is a brief description of the remarkable week-
end Liz organised for Paulôs 6oth birthday.  
  

 With several beds in "Grooms` Cottage" and a huge 

number of bunks in the bunkhouse the location 
was a  perfect venue for the  ever changing number of 
guests and most meal times saw upwards of 20 devouring 

an astonishing array of food that Liz had thoughtfully brought with her in a convoy of vehicles from 
Yatala. A few of us did visit the coffee shop once or twice  but we definitely decided our caterer was better. 
  

It was such a treat meeting her large family who`d travelled from Christchurch, Auckland, NSW and places 
in between. Sisters, brothers, nieces and nephews all enjoyed catching up with each other and we potters 
felt totally honoured to be part of it all. 
  

The weather showed a variety of sides but this didn`t 
deter anyone from taking walks in the national park and 
surrounds and when Joan ,Ray ,Di and myself decided a 5km 
walk was just our size we encountered rain 1km down the 
track which kinda made visibility pretty invisible.  Not to be 
deterred we slogged on and enjoyed the ever-changing 
scenery of mud and rain drops - some larger than others. 
Seriously though, it was great fun and surprisingly hardly 
anyone got wet as the canopy of trees acted like an umbrella, 
albeit a rather leaky one.  

The  Big Birthday Barbecue on Saturday evening was cooked by the Lodge Chef who surprise, surprise 
was none other than our well known potter Rex Keene. We always knew he was a good potter but his 
culinary skills were excellent too and many a story did the rounds as the night wore on. Rex kept saying 
he`d had a long day as the kitchen was short staffed ,but somehow he did manage to down a  few and stay 
a little longer. Maybe it was the warm fire which incidentally stayed burning pretty much the whole time we 

were there (thanks to the plentiful supply 
of cut wood from Janineôs partner, Bill)  
 

I think Paul will remember this birthday 
with a grin, but I did hear whispered this 
is what Liz`s family do when an 
auspicious date crops up,  so watch out 
Paul ,don`t think itôs the last.  
  

Thanks Liz from us Potters who could 
be there. We carried the flag for all who 
couldn`t and so appreciate your 
including us.    Nanette Hall 
                

All rugged up and ready for action: Joan Smith, Nanette Hall, Di Buckland and Liz Thatcher 



 

 

Newsletter Editor Suki Mead says thank 

you for all the fantastic stories and 

photographs.  KEEP THEM COMING PLEASE.  

Easy Hearty Lamb Casserole  

 
After 18 months, I feel really proud to present the August edition of the 
Gold Coast Potters Claypen newsletter.    
 
As newly re-elected Newsletter Editor, I want to thank and praise all the 
other members of this organisation who are outstanding in so many 
ways.  In the publicity department we just couldnôt do it without Lyn 
Rogers.  My question is where does she get her MOJO ï must be 
Michaelôs cooking?  You go girl.  Canôt wait for our Memberôs Exhibition 
opening. (Thatôs me with the crystalline King Peter Wallace at last yearôs 
exhibition) 
 
This edition is testament to the fact that I have been doing something right.  What you ask? 
Harassing members to send me their stories!  There were so many great contributions this month I 
thought Iôd leave my Passionate Potter feature until next month. Nanette knows who itôs going to be 
and she says we should just forget everything else because HE could fill a large novel let along a 
newsletter.  A few of you might be thinking ï I know who that could be!   
 
But all that talk of freezing conditions and lovely warm fires made me think we need a good heart- 
warming casserole.  You can make the casserole, pop it in the oven and sit down with a cuppa or a 
few toi-toiôs to enjoy the latest edition of the Claypen. 
 
Please keep your stories and photoôs coming ï suki.mead@bigpond.com 
 
Cheers, Suki Mead 

 
Pop on your apron and ensure you are wearing perfect Stepford makeup & coiffed hair.  Yeah right. 
 
Wipe the clay off your hands, take OFF your filthy potting apron 
and turn the oven to 170. 
 
Take a nice heavy based oven proof casserole dish with lid.   
Dredge 6 meaty lamb leg chops (with all the fat removed) in 
seasoned flour 
 
Sizzle the chops in a splash of olive oil until nice and brown then 
add 2 diced onions. 
 
Add 2 carrots (in chunky pieces), 3 sticks of diced celery, 1 diced 
parsnip, 2 spuds in large chunks. 
 
Add a good splash of Worcestershire Sauce, another of Balsamic Vinegar, some chopped parsley, 
rosemary, mint and thyme or you can use a shake of ROAST LAMB SEASONING. (Itôs great) 
 
And then the piece de resistanceé the most important ingredient that makes this casserole most 
moreish is 1 large can of pumpkin soup ï Campbells is good 
 
Stir it all around just like mixing glaze (well, not quite THAT vigorously) and whack in the oven for 
about an hour.  You can take off the lid after about 40 minutes and add some greens so you have a 
few less saucepans to wash!  I dare our President Liz Thatcher to make this casserole and bring it 
for supper at our next memberôs meeting.  Hee hee.  (F.Y.I.  - Itôs on September the 5th) 



 

 

DO YOU LOVE THE THRILL OF RAKU FIRING? 
Join Shirley Battrick for an excitement filled 

RAKU FIRING WORKSHOP   
 Sunday 11 th  September  

Cost is only $35 for members and $45 for non members  

Brin g along a friend to experience this hands on workshop !   

Call Shirley Battrick  to book:  55 692316  

 
 

 

Raku, as practiced in the West, is a low - fire method in which we quickly heat the 
ware, remove the pieces from the kiln when the g laze has melted, and perform 

some type of post - firing process to the piece. The post - firing phase is usually an 
immersion in an organic combustible material (such as horse -hair, shredded 

newspaper, sawdust) to affect the final outcome on the glaze and the raw clay. 
Deciding when the glaze has melted takes practice.  
Raku is exciting, unpredictable and great fun to do.  

 

LOW FIRED HOBBY GLAZES MAKE EXCELLENT METALLIC 
LUSTRES 
Most people don't realize that low - fire hobby glazes will 
make great metallic luster glazes in raku firings. For a 

simple gloss lustre raku glaze try using any rich green 
Jade. You can also try crystal glazes which can be used 

with or without the crystals. Almost any green low - fire 
glaze will make a good raku glaze because it is made with 
copper. Another thing to try is using commercial glazes 

under and in combination with  copper matte raku glaze.  
Copper carbonate creates some fantastic effects as well.  

You may find some nice reactions that you didn't expect. 
Raku is one of those things you never know what you will 
get till you try it.    

 

FIND OUT MORE ON THE INTERNET AND IN OUR 
POTTERS LIBRARY 
There are some excellent and informative videos and 

articles available on the internet, in our Benowa Potters 
library which is open during all cl asses and committee 
meetings. Ceramic Arts Daily has a wealth of information, 

just type in RAKU FIRING on their website and youôll see 
loads of articles including -  ñSuccessful tips and techniques 

for raku firing.ò  Another site with some fabulous 
work and  lustres is Beth Prostrollo whose work 

is pictured right:  go to beth@moonphaces.com  
(spelling is correct)  

Give Shirley Battrick a call to book:  55692316  
Story:  Suki Mead  

mailto:beth@moonphaces.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Gold Coast Potters has some very ta lented members with well 
established ceramic practices, who are highly regarded in the ceramic 

world,  whose works have won prestigious local, regional, state and 
national awards and who exhibit regularly with commercial art 

galleries.    
 

Four of these p rofessional potters, Megan Puls, Anne Mossman, Lynette 

Rogers and Michaela Kloeckner , have agreed to open their studios and 
admit us to their private creative world for one privileged hour, in a planned 

tour of studios.   Each potter will discuss their 
phil osophy towards their ceramic practice, their work 

methods, what inspires them and some of the 
influences on their work.  

 
These insights into the working world of a ceramicist 

should be a stimulating learning process and 
introduction to setting 

up a studi o, as well as 
getting to know some 

of our talented 
members.  

 

June Cummings is 
organising the studio visits tour on Sunday 2nd 

October starting at 9.30am and costing $20 per 
head for members.  

 
People will me et at the GC Potters workshop at 

Benowa  and will t ravel in convoy in cars driven 
by volunteers to each studio starting with Megan 

Puls (pictured above right), Anne Mossman, 
Lynette Rogers  (left)  and finishing with Michaela 

at Mudgeeraba.  
 

Coffee will be provided and w e all love a 
lunch party, so p lease bring a plate for  a 
combined lunch at Michaela's  home with 
her panoramic views of the coast skyline . 

 
Drivers will not be charged for the outing and volunteers are 
needed.  
 
If youôd like to join the tour  please contact June Cummings 
on  55720040  

Visit to Gold Coast Potters Members' Studios  
Sunday 2 nd  October from 9.30 am  

$20 per person ï bring a plate for a shared lunch  

[ȅƴ wƻƎŜǊΩǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōƛƎΣ ŀƛǊȅ 
studio at the end of this lovely 

long driveway 

Michaela 

Kloeckner 

& Cordelia 



 

 

Helen Charles workshop a huge success: 

sold out in days and it seems members are 

ready for the n ext one ð soon!   

Story by Lyn  Rogers  Photoôs:  Suki Mead &  Lyn  Rogers  

Enormous inspiration ς Helen Charles and  
Eda Blank rustling some VERY BIG feathers! 

 
The first weekend in July saw fifteen of us mad clay 
lovers rushing to the Benowa Studio to meet Helen 
Charles, who was going to share her knowledge on 
making larger hand built pots. After some clever 
configuring in the room we all had a good space to 
work in, and Helen proceeded to talk to us about the 
work we wished to build, and how to go about 
starting off our piece. She talked to each participant 
about the piece they had in mind, making changes 
where necessary for ease of building, and talking to 
us about the inspiration for our work.  
 
 

 
 

The first and most imp ortant 
criteria is your kiln  as  your 
work must fit into your kiln, 
your kiln dictates the size of 
the pieces you want to make.    
 
 
 
 

 
Remember you will have to lift the work, so this also 
dictates the size of your work. You then need to get the 
measurements of your piece right, so if taking from a 
picture or drawing, mark the measurements you 
require the work to be at any given height. For 
example, if the drawing is 8cm high, and the height of 
the pot is to be 64cm, then every measurement must 
be x 8.   
 

You need to take into account the size of your kiln when making your work and also the  weight 
of your work ς Joanne McFaul (above) is in love with her monster pot! 

Left:  Our newest committee members, 
Dana-Louise Taituha & Marion  Boyle 

show that sometimes, bigger is better! 



 

 

 
 
We worked with BRT as 
Helen finds this the 
most forgiving and 
easiest to use when 
using large coils.   
 
 As many  pieces have 
very small bases it is 
important to get the 

base and first two-three άŎƻƛƭǎέ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ L ǎŀȅ ŎƻƛƭǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ 
fact Helen uses large coils which she rolls out with a 
rolling pin into a flat shape, about 8mm thick, about 
80mm wide, and mostly in a length to go around the 
pot. (See Dana-Louise Taituha in action right) As the 
pot is ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƛƭǎέ ŀǊŜ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ 
of each other, when you want to bring the pot in they 
are put on the inside of the form.  (See Di Buckland 
working on narrowing the form right) 
 
!ŦǘŜǊ IŜƭŜƴ Ƨƻƛƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ άŎƻƛƭǎέ ǎƘŜ ǳǎŜǎ 
her hand held gas burner to firm the clay (Butane gas 
burners from a hardware store or tools shop also works 
well...that is what I used). Then she turns the form 

upside down and 
concaves the centre of 
the base. This eliminates 
cracking and rocking.  

 
Then it is just a matter 
of adding the coils, 
joining well, sticking to 
the measurements, and 
using the gas burner 
when necessary to firm 
the pot, ready for more 
coils.  
This was a fantastic 
workshop......it was so 

 

 

Oh no, not a 



 

 

What do you do when a crack forms?  Workshop organizer Lyn Rogers finds 
out Geoff WalkerΩs handy hint really works on her fabulous whale tail! 

ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ όŀƴŘ ōƻȅύ ǘƻ stop for 
lunch! We were back in the studio just after 8am on the 
Sunday morning, we were just sooooo enthusiastic. It was 
wonderful to have three new Members join that day, so 
welcome to Shevaun, Helen and Fleur, we hope you are 
able to join many more of our events. We had a lovely 
contingent of ladies from Warwick, Stanthorpe, and of 
course Fleur from up Brisbane way.  
 
A tip from me thanks to Geoff 
Walker.  We now know that if 

your piece gets a crack, you can repair using leather hard 
clay mixed with sugar. Yes, that is right, knead sugar into 
the clay and fill the crack.....it works......I developed a 
large crack in my piece, either from moving it or from 
when I altered the shape of the piece. I used the clay and 
sugar, voila, no more crack. 
 
I have a 5 page work sheet which Helen kindly gave each 
of us, let me know if you would like a copy and I will be 
happy to supply. 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ IŜƭŜƴΩǎ favourite quotations and principles for large hand building: 
 
ω Develop a good technique and then leave yourself open to inspiration. 
ω Contrasts creates impact   (Kingsley Marks) 

ω Proportion can create strength and excitement in a form. 
ω One bright idea is worth a realm of technical knowledge   (Jeff Mincham) 
ω Form follows function. 
ω Originality of design results from the individuality of the designer. 
 
Lynette Rogers 
 
 
   Life has got a habit of not standing hitched. You got to ride it lik e 

you find it. You got to change with it. If a day goes by that don't 

change some of your old notions for new ones, thatõs just about like 

trying to milk a dead cow.   Woody Guthrie  



 

 

PETER WALKER ï FLUID AND HOLLOW Wooden Surfboards and 

GERRY WEDD ï RIP Surf and Sea Ceramics exhibition  

wŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ϧ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ōȅ [ȅƴ wƻƎŜǊǎ 

As most of our Members will know the well known ceramicist Gerry Wedd donated two very sought 

after bowls to our Empty bowl Lunch 2010, and again this year Gerry has not forgotten us and has 

donated another beautiful bowl for our Silent Auction. So, when Anne Mossman informed us of the 

Exhibition and Artist Talk  to be held at the Gallery on May 28
th
,  I was keen to see this exhibition 

and to meet Gerry to thank him personally for his generous gestures. 
 

The Gallery is promoting the exhibitions as óSurfôs up this month at 

the Gold Coast Art Galleryô.  In Gallery 1, where the Artist Talk was 

held, Peter Walkers FLUID AND HOLLOW Wooden surfboards is 

exhibited alongside Gerry Weddôs RIP Surf and Sea Ceramics. 

Peter Walkers wooden surfboards are magnificent, large, intricately 

decorated, superbly finished. Peter asked a number of artists including 

Stephen Bowers, Gerry Wedd, Phil Hayes and Quentin Gore to 

decorate boards. 

 

The boards perfectly compliment Gerry Weddôs ceramic exhibition. A 

little about Gerry;  he was born in McLaren Vale SA in 1957, he was 

a designer for Mambo Graphics from 1991 ï 2005 and has been 

working in his ceramics studio since 1991.  Gerry has been the winner 

of many top awards and his work is collected Australia wide. He is 

exhibiting in Munich in 2011. Gerry lives by the seaside and surfs 

daily.  RIP Surf and ceramics tells the story of surfing that Gerry 

gleaned from surfing magazines from a very young ageé..as he says 

he was a surfing magazine tragic. 

 

I was immersed in reading the stories he told on each object, whether they be small tiles, the ceramic 

thongs, the large platters, or the large urns.  The amount of work in decoration and writing is mind 

blowing, especially on the urns.  My favourite urn is the Dark Sea 2011, which is decorated in the 

scrimshaw manner.      

 

 

Above left : George Grenough, Dick Brewer, Bonzer ï Ceramic Thongs 2011 ,  
Centre & right : G erry Weddôs intricately decorated urns 

Powerful images painted on 
the underside of surf boards  

by Vernon Ah Kee 
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Howling Dingoes ï the latest from Su Brown  

in  Wallace Rockhole, Northern Territory  

ñThere is a dingo howling as I sit typing this note. An eerie 

sound in a deep  silent dark star filled night. ò 

 

We had another cruise of  a journey to 

Alice calling into Riversleigh to see 

the remnant fossils of prehistoric 

creatures in the rocks.   

After many hours 

of driving we 

left Queensland 

behind and into 

NT.  A night of 

bush camping 

then the drive 

into Tennant 

Creek and we 

found th e girls 

at the pink 

palace art 

centre all going 

to lunch, but we 

chatted to the 

manager [who 

comes from 

Burleigh Heads] 

and then journeyed onto Karlu Karlu 

[Devils Marbles] for a night spent in 

that mystical place.  Down the Stuart 

Highway was Alice, so on  to more 

journeying.  

 

   

 

We have now set up camp in a lovely spot 

under a pepper corn tree at Wallace 

Rockhole.  No one else in the camp 

ground just us.  Coldest morning has 

been 1degree in the van, cold but not 

badly so, first up turns on the heater.  

 

Sunset Wallace Rockhole, NT  

Wallace Rockhole has greeted us with 

open arms and big smiles.  The pottery 

is up and running [after a massive 

amount of our girl power], with wheels 

humming and pots being made.  Alls go -

go! We have set up the pottery in the 

se rvice bay of the shop as the 

intervention mob took over the shop and 

then closed it down, typical Government 

mismanagement and politicians assuming 

all communities are full of drunks and 

abusers.  

Big bird bone in rock at Riversleigh 

View from  
Riversleigh, Qld 

Sunset in Karlu Karlu, Northern Territory 
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A happy Sara in Paulaôs 

beanies [yes two] and two  

matching neck warmers.  

Tomorrow and Saturday see the 

Alice Show being held and the 

community has suddenly been 

vacated by nearly everyone as  

 

they have already gone to Alice.  

But those left here are all 

planning on a quiet day in the 

pottery, just the old ies [us 

included] and a few men are also 

planning on a day with clay then 

we will all go to the show on 

Saturday.  Fun, we will see the 

cowboys in all their glory.  

 
Todd Mall, Alice Springs  

 

We had a few days in Alice before 

we came out here and joyfully  

attended the Beanie Festival.  My 

golly gosh we entered a gallery 

of over 5,000 beanies of all 

shapes and sizes, we had a ball 

trying them on.  We also attended 

a little workshop on needle 

felting, a lot of fun.   We had 

to buy the gear so we could carry 

on felting.  Little NÉddy is 

exploding at the seams with all 

of our paraphern alia.  Busy days 

and nights, we plop into bed 

exhausted.  

 

Beanie madness, Alice Springs  

 

Above: ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘƛƻΩǎ  ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
Right: Lindy has been a great help as the 

studio is a big hit.  The kids and ladies love 
the clay but the men are still a bit shy! 
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DO YOU LOVE THE THRILL OF RAKU FIRING? 
Join Shirley Battrick for an excitement filled 

RAKU FIRING WORKSHOP   
 Sunday 11 th  September  

Cost is only $35 for members and $45 for non members  
Brin g along a friend to experience this hands on workshop !   

Call Shirley Battrick  to book:  55 692316  
 

 

The markets were on in Alice, one 

stall had a sign up, Free Cup 

Cake if you listen to the  stall 

holder rave on about the Vegan 

diet, Lindy likes cup cakes so 

she had her cake and chat, not me 

tho ugh  I had spotted the Thai 

food stall so sat with a group of 

locals selling their paintings 

and ate lovely Thai food.   

 

We have met t he most amazing  

people and chatted about all 

topics, interesting, informative 

and sometimes just hilarious.  

Alice is a crazy town.  We went 

to an exhibition opening in a 

lovely artist ôs studio, Siri held 

the opening from 7.30am, yep am.  

Her yard is an oasis of fruit 

tr ees, so fruit juice from her 

trees was the drink of choice, 

loads of food and beautiful Art 

works.  

 

Cheers to all  from Su Brown  

We ôll have  more from Su and her 

latest adventures next month!

    
Donati ons to keep the Wallace 

Rockhole indigenous studio  

running  would be greatly 
appreciated.  They can be made a t 

Benowa or  Mudgeeraba Potters.   
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Kidôs Pottery Classes at Mudgeeraba and Benowa  

Donôt miss out -  book now for the start of Term 3  
Saturday morning class vacancies available at Mudgeeraba ς call Lorraine:  0416-731633  

Liamôs bookworm book ends!  

Artists, Hillel Weintraub, Maki Horani and son Luka at Makiôs latest exhibition opening at 

Marks & Gardner Ga llery, 69 Main Western Road, North Tamborine . Itôs well worth taking a 
trip up the mountain to enjoy the galleryôs wonderful ceramics, art, jewelry and book store.  

Then relax on the verandah for morning or afternoon tea or a delicious lunch. Ph: 5545 
4992  

Children of all ages love playing with clay and creating their own masterpieces to treasure 
for life!  Term 3 runs until 17th September - the end of the school term so perfect timing 
for holidays.  {ǘŀǊǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ŦƻǊ 5ŀŘ ŦƻǊ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƎƛŦǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  LǘΩǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦǳƴΦ  CƻǊƎŜǘ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
front of a computer screen ς get into ceramics.  The kids have a ball with 2 hours classes

 

 

Chloe with another award winning work? 

Maki generously donated 3 of her pieces to 
our Empty Bowls online auction which 

raised $1,300 for Gold Coasters in need. 
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Adult Pottery classes have a few vacancies left for anyone who wants to finally 

fulfill that dream of spending time creating beautiful ceramics, or perhaps 
renewing a long lost love affair with clay!! 

Places available in Wednesday night classes with Lyn Rogers at Benowa  
& Saturday afternoons at Mudgeeraba Potters with Michaela Kloeckner 
YƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭŀΩǎ Mudgeeraba class. 

  

Isnôt it time you had some creative 

therapy and did something just for you!  

Join a pottery class.  Term  3 runs until 

sept 17 th . Cost is $25 per lesson at 

Mudgeeraba Saturday afternoons ï 

Call Michaela to book on 0412 -929030  

and $26 for Wednesday night classes at 

Benowa Potters  -call Lyn Rogers to 

book:  55943307  or 0412 -197508  

Margaret Price decorated this 
ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǘƛƭŜ ƛƴ aƛŎƘŀŜƭŀΩǎ 

class ς as well as decorating, 
you can also learn to wheel 

throw and hand build. 


