
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lots of events coming up in April including the Easter holidays and 
the  delivery from the all important Easter Bunny!  Oh no, not MORE 
CHOCOLATE!!    
¶ On Friday April 15th all members are invited along to a social evening where ideas, 

companionship and good food are all shared.  Everyone is welcome at Benowa Potters from 
7pm (page 13)   

¶ The first free Empty Bowls decorating workshop is on Sunday 15th May and everyone 
(including non members)  are most welcome to decorate a bowl for this worthwhile charity 
event.  More details of upcoming events, times and places in DIARY DATES on page 2. 

¶ Joan Smith has written an informative feature about Saggar firing ς hopefully we can have a 
workshop sometime this year (page 9) 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

SunMarch 27th Clay Art Benowa Gallery soiree ς wine and nibbles from 4pm w 
 
 
 

Congratulations to all the Gold Coast Potters who were selected  to exhibit at  the 
International Womenôs Day events organized  by Corinne Colbert and Midge 

Johansen . Lot s of great photoôs on pages 3 and 4  
 

Next committee meeting Monday 4 th  April from 5.30 at Benowa Potters  

The Potters Place, Cnr Ashmore Road & Carrara Street, Benowa 
Mudgeeraba Craft Park, Mudgeeraba Road (opposite Milky Way) 

PO Box 9146, Gold Coast Mail Centre QLD 9726 
Phone Number:  5539 2502 (Benowa)  ABN:33451807867   

Website: www.goldcoastpotters.com   Email: potters@goldcoastpotters.com 
 

Midge Johansenôs gorgeous cheeky bathers ï and Yasuko Ohira, Hiroshi, Michaela 
Kloeckner and councilor Jan Grew enjoying the opening  of the Femme exhibition  

http://www.goldcoastpotters.com/
mailto:potters@goldcoastpotters.com
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Sun April 3rd   Primitive Firing Workshop Day 2 at Potters Place, Benowa  (9 ς 4) 
 
Mon Apr 4   Gold Coast Potters Committee meeting from 5.30 
 
Fri 15 April   Members Night at Benowa Potters from 7pm ς bring a plate 
 
Fri 15th April Sculptors Society Annual Charity Exhibition raising money for the 

flood relief appeal.  Drinks and buffet from 6.30 
Sat 16 ς Sun 17 Annual Charity Exhibition continues. Open 10am ς 4pm daily 
 At the Schoolhouse Gallery, Carrara 
 
Fri 22nd April  GOOD FRIDAY 
Sun 24 April EASTER SUNDAY 
Mon 25th April ANZAC DAY 
 
April 30 ς June 4  Northern Rivers Portrait Prize, Lismore Gallery 
 
Mon May 2nd  Gold Coast Potters Committee meeting from 5.30 
 
Sunday May 15  Free Empty Bowls decorating workshop  10 ς 2.  All welcome 

Bisque fired bowls & glaze colours provided  
Bring your own paint brushes and a plate to share for lunch. 

 
Sun 29th May Second decorating workshop at Benowa 10 ς 2 (details as above) 

 
Sun 19th June  EMPTY BOWLS FUNDRAISING LUNCH ς 11am- 2pm  
Fri Sept 2    Gold Coast Show Holiday (show runs Fri 2nd ς Sun 4th Sept)  
Fri Sept 9 ς 18th  SWELL SCULPTURE FESTIVAL, Currumbin Beach  

 

CLAY ART BENOWA GALLERY  
W elcomes Kathryn Mitchell and Joanne Mc Faul  

Opening 4pm Sunday 27 th  March  
Wine and nibbles provided  

 
 

 

DIARY DATES  

Lorikeet plates An Apple a Day 

Lorikeet 

Plates 

An Apple a 

Dayé 
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INTERNATIONAL WOMENôS DAY EXHIBITIONôS AT ROBINA COMMUNITY GALLERY  

AND KAREN 19 ARTSPACE AT MERMAID BEACH ï created by Corinne Colbert and supported by  

many hard workers from the Gold Coast Potters and other art groups on the Coast 

 

Some of the workers finally get to sit after 10 hours on the 
job !  Nanette Hall, Liz Thatcher, Anne Mossman 

Michael & Lyn Rogers undercover!  And below: 
Artist, Bernadette Lack with her beautiful work 

Suki Mead and Virginia Rigney ς Gold Coast City Art 
Curator who opened the exhibition 
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Creator of the LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ Day art events, 
Corinne Colbert with co-organizer Midge Johansen who 

worked like a Trojan 

Works  from above to below: Lyn Rogers, Anne Mossman,  
Di Buckland and Midge Johansen 

Above:  Nanette Hall and below:  Michaela Kloeckner 

Lyn Rogers, Shirley Battrick and June Cummings sculpture at rear. 
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In early 2009 when in discussion about maintenance issues with  Kym Purcell and others from 
Council   the subject of applying for Grants came up so later that year  Teachers and Committee 
Members were asked to draw up a wish list of items needed with the view of my applying for a 
grant. In time the  lists arrived and  after reviewing  the  individual items  I condensed their 
requests into like groups and set about wading through the paper work required  with  the support 
of the Donna-Maree Wilson from the GC Community Grants and Research Dept . 
  

Both Schools had a list of smaller items but by far the main ones were our Heritage Display 
Cabinet and  much needed strong shelving for both premises. 
  

Di did her homework re the shelves and Joan and I worked with her selected Cabinetmaker . 
  

Although I was told it was unlikely we`d be accepted in the first round of application and could try 
for the next round in three months time ,we were very lucky and received acknowledgement with 
that first application. 
  

When classes resumed early this year  we had the Cabinet and Shelving in place leaving  several 
more months to acquire the other smaller items. 
  

The Grant moneys will cover the cost of  a Raku Kiln and burner, commercial vacuum cleaner plus 
a Griffin grip for Mudgeeraba also many smaller but necessary items for the schools. 
  

The next Grant is already in the pipeline and will 
keep you updated . 
  

Nanette Hall    (maintenance) 

  

Gold Coast Potters receive grants from City Council by Nanette Hall 

On t he  left you can see the bare back  wall  before the specially 
crafted Heritage Display Cabinet was created .  It looks fantastic.  

And thereôs more over the page with those saggy old shelves gone 
from the kiln room!  
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Rememb er those terrible sagging 

shelves ï well they are no longer!   

Teachers and their hard working 

husbands had a ball knocking down the 

old shelves and putting  up the new 
shelving  -  looking great below .   

  

 

THE POWER OF TEAMWORK  

 

Coming together is a beginning  

Keeping together is progress  

Working together is success.  

 

Henry Ford  

Joan Smith and Lyn Rogers getting ready to 

demolish the shelves ï and Megan putting her 
latest Empty Bowls  on the fancy new shelves!  
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Gold Coast Potters Annual Memberôs Exhibition  
by Megan Puls  

Winners are grinners: Overall 
winner Megan Puls and art critic 

Gordon Foulds 

 
 The Annual Gold Coast Potters Exhibition is an eagerly anticipated 
showcase of members` works.   Members and students alike are invited 
to exhibit, with the only requirement being that one has to be  a paid up 
member 6 months prior to the exhibition date. 

 
With sculptural, wheel-thrown and hand- built pieces all contributing to 
an interesting mix of form and creative ideas the event has proved to be 
an exciting time for both potters and visitors. 
  
Each year at the Annual AGM a co-ordinator is elected who has the role 

of drawing together all facets of the exhibition so that a few  months 
prior to the event, a small team of dedicated volunteers can set in 
motion a proven formula of action.  
 

Style of  entry forms, invitations and the catalogue are 
established and executed within the time frame already 
established and as the date approaches we make ready The 
Gallery by painting plinths  and doing a general ground clean up.   
Catering, which is a large part of our expected event , has been 
undertaken in various ways over the years and is always 
recognised as a pleasurable part of the evenings event. 
 
When pots arrive a day before the official opening, they are 
checked in and each exhibitor is given a roster sheet. It`s then 
that a small team are able to showcase the works produced over 
the past year and present an interesting mix for display. 
 

Within the Gallery,  the plinths and pots undergo many moves until we are completely satisfied of a good 
showing.  When the judge arrives the next day to  view and select his choices for the awards, the exhibition 
is ready for opening night and the general public to admire. 
 
If  any  member feels they would like to join the team and help make our Exhibition an even greater 
success we`d be more than happy to find a mentor in whatever area you hold interest. Look forward to 
seeing you and your works at the next exhibition in August 2011.  Cheers, Megan Puls 

Judge Kevin Grealy and one of our 
winners ς Shirley Battrick 
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GOLD COAST POTTERS EMPTY BOWLS FUNDRAISING LUNCH  
SUNDAY JUNE 19th ς please tell your family and friends 

Gold Coast Potters replacing hunger with hope, raising money for the homeless and needy at a relaxed 
lunch under the trees at the Benowa Potters.  Everyone is welcome. Please make a few extra bowls for 

ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƘŜŜƭ ǘƘrower, how about creating a few spares for our 
decorating workshops being held on Sunday May 15 and Sunday May 29 from 10 ς 2.   

More details in Diary Dates page 2. 
 

How are you going with making a few bowls for our empty Bowls Lunch?  Here are 
some of our decorated Empty Bowls from last yearΩs event (Photos Suki Mead) 

Perfect  Autumn weather 
for a walk along the  

Southport Boardwalk  
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This superb example of saggar 
firing was created by Chris 

Walton, Studio Art, Glens Falls, 
New York 

 

 
 

 
 

 

I have always been interested in Raku, pit 
and saggar firing and this is my take on the 
process of saggar firing.   
 
Saggars are ceramic box - like containers 
which are used to protect or enclose 

ware in kilns.   
 
While saggar fired pots can only be 
ornamental because they donôt vitrify, the 
who le process can be great fun and an 
excellent social event for potters.   
 
In  the first place, saggars were made to 
protect glaze ware from the foreign particles 

flying about in the industrial kilns at the time 
of the industrial age in Europe ï before 
electric kilns were introduced.  These kilns 
were mostly wood fired, so glaze war e was carefully stacked in heavy 
saggars that were sealed to keep the pieces protected and clean.  
 
Our take on saggar firing is to reverse this process.  We make our pots 
and stack them unglazed inside saggars/pits with different products that 
will sm older , smoke and burn to give a completely different finish.  

 
PREPARING POTS FOR SAGGAR FIRING:  Pots can either be wheel thrown 
or hand built, but preferably not too large. You need to use a fine 

throwing light coloured clay.   
Hand built small sized s hapes a bout which will fit 

in your hand  will survive well.  Round enclosed 
shapes are strongest ï theory of the egg shell.  
Compact shapes like fruit, simplistic birds, 
dolphins and seals are good because the least 

protrusions the better.  
 

ALLOW WORK TO BECOME LEA THER HARD:  The 
wet shine has to be gone from the pot.  Preferably 
hold the work in a cotton gloved hand or a piece 

Saggar firing  by Joan Smith  
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Superb saggar fired pots by Genez. 
See more at potterybygenez.com 

of t -shirt cloth.  This is to protect the clay from the oils in your hand as 
you polish.   

 
BURNISHING TOOLS:  Use a smooth 
crystal river r ock, the back of a silver 
teaspoons (the thumb fits nicely into this) 
or even a plastic spoon.  Work the 
burnishing gently in a circular motion 
covering all the pot, not too muich 
pressure.  If the tool begins to scratch ï 
STOP ï that is enough.  You can p olish the 

pot with a  piece of silk or soft cloth but do 
NOT GET THE SURFACE WET. Moisture will 
undo all your burnishing!  
BISQUE FIRING:  The pots should have low 
bisque from 850 to 900 degrees celcius so 
as not to lose their shine.   
 
IF YOU WANT TO ACHI EVE A SHINY DENSE BLACK SURFACE:  Place the 
burnished pot on a very fine sawdust in the saggar.  Even fill the pots 

with sawdust.  If a light/with colour surface is required ï thatôs up next. 
 
WHEEL THROWN POTS FOR SAGGAR FIRING:  Make sure you compress 
th e clay well with metal rib while still on the wheel.  Then perhaps alter it 
by impressing with knuckles or other soft tool.  
 
If a patter n or design is wanted.  Do this just before the pot is leather 
hard.  Draw onto the surface of the pot and keep the desi gn simple.  
 

When the pot is dried, bisque fire to 1030 to 1040 degrees c.  These pots 
will be a little rough to the touch .  If desired they may be ówet/dryô 
finished.  Wear cotton gloves here also.  
 
SINGLE LAYER OF POTS IN THE SAGGAR:  Place single layer o f pots in 
saggar with spacing around each one.  Carefully sprinkle COPPER 
CARBONATE around pots (about 3 cm away ï not on the pots directly).  
 
A little SALT can be sprinkled around pots.  If using seaweed this can 

give the salt content, but can also make a  crusty surface if you desire 
that effect (I donôt like it) 
 
Add more combustibles.  Do not pack too tightly and do not cover the 
pots completely.  Place lids on top of saggar and place in gas kiln.   
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What is a sagger- makers bottom knocker?  
These pottery lads were photographed in 

1921 holding two mawls ς or bottom 
knockers! 

Producing saggars to the correct 
specifications required was a skilled job and 

needs a craftsman -  the saggar maker. 

However, making the bases of the saggars is 
a less skilled job which can be left to a lesser 

craftsman, namely the saggar make r's 
bottom knocker, who makes the bottom of 
the saggar by placing clay in a metal hoop 

and literally knocking it into shape.  

Suki Mead  

¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŀƎƎŀǊ ΨōƭŀŎƪ ŦƛǊƛƴƎǎΩ ŀǊŜ from 
the Central American Hopi potters who created 

Pueblo ware.  They also use slips and pigments with 
many innovations and carved designs. 

KILN TEMPERATURE:  Fire the kiln to 1000c.  Can be fired in kiln with 
glazed pots to 1280 c.  Allow kiln to cool completely before removing and 

if saggar is still warm allow that to cool also.  Itôs not recommended to 
fire saggars in electric kilns.  The carbon will damage the elements ï 
however a coupl e of firings wonôt hurt if followed by a cleansing firing.  

Just ensure there is always good ventilation  

  

Thank you to Joan Smith for sending in this story about saggar 

firing. If you would like to submit a story to the Claypen, please 

send your words and images to 

suki.mead@bigpond.com  
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A very special Easter event for all ages.  Gold Coast Potters Vice-President Di 
Buckland is also the President of the Gold Coast City Choir and is very excited 

about their upcoming production of MozartΩs Requiem. 

The Gold Coas t City Choir  
Directed by Ruth Gurner  

presents  

MOZARTôS 

REQUIEM  
Dedicated to Qld  flood victims  

 

Enjoy this monumental choral masterpiece, be uplifted and inspired 
. 

Saturday 16 April 2.30pm, Central Seventh Day Adventist Church, 67 Warrener St. Nerang 
Sunday 17 April 2.30pm St. Peters Anglican Church, 83 Nerang St. Southport 

Sunday 1 May 3.00pm Surfers Paradise Catholic Parish, 50 Fairway Dr, Clear Is Waters 
 

Entry is by donation at the door. bŜǘ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ tǊŜƳƛŜǊΩǎ CƭƻƻŘ wŜƭƛŜŦ CǳƴŘ 
Information Ph 0421 338 110 

 
  

Moroccan sweet potato, carrot and chickpea soup  
 

1 large brown onion roughly chopped  
3 garlic cloves, crushed  
1 teaspoon ground coriander  
2 teaspoons ground cumin  
1 teaspoon chilli paste  

600 g orange sw eet potato,  diced  
500 g car rots, sliced  
6 cups chicken stock  
300 g can chickpeas, drained and rinsed  
½  small lemon juiced  
 

1. Cook the oil in a large saucepan  and add onion and garlic.  Cook stirring frequently for around 3 
minutes.  Stir in spices.  Cook for another minute or two then add sweet potato and carrot.  
Cook (stirring often) for around 5 minutes.  Add stock.  Cover and bring to the boil.  Reduce the 
heat to low and simmer for around half an hour. 

2. Add chickpeas to the soup and simmer for around 10 minutes. 
3. Blend the soup with a hand held mixer (or a blender) until smooth.  Return saucepan to head 

and season with salt and pepper.  Stir in 1 tablespoon of lemon juice.  Heat, stirring, until hot 
but donΩt boil. 

4. Top with lovely toasted croutons a little finely chopped parsley or coriander and black pepper 
and serve.             (This is one of our Empty Bowls Soup recipes) 
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Potters Place, Benowa 

 
This is a social night for potters to gather together and enjoy all that is a  

ñSlab Potò 

 

¶ Joan Smith will bring along a wooden box construction that allows 
you to build a very large clay box within, that you then easily 

remove from the outside and presto there is your finished form.  
¶ Nanette Hall will show us how to build with stiff slabs, plus more 

tricks to working with slabs.  
¶ Su Brown will give hint s on making large curved slab sculptures 

using hessian and slip as support.  
 

All welcome to participate.  

 

Our last memberΩs evening, !ǇǊƛƭΩǎ ¢ŜŀǇƻǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ, was a great success, 
with hints passed on, ideas and discussion imparted.  Samples of 

teapots admired and constructively critiqued.  Good company, good 
supper, good fun.  Cheers, Su Brown 
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Exciting new classes starting at Gold Coast Potters workshop in 
Mudgeeraba with internatio nally acclaimed potter, Michaela Kloeckner. 

Numbers are limited.  
 

Have you always wanted to try pottery? 
Itôs great fun and very cheap therapy! 

 
POTTERY CLASSES at Benowa and Mudgeeraba  

New classes  for beginners to advanced  
Learn to throw pots, hand build, sculpt, decorate, glaze, fire kilns or just update your 
existing skills.  Adults, children, beginners and advanced classes ς day , evening and 

weekend classes. 

Contact Di Buckland for more information on 55783361 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

CLAY ART BENOWA 
GALLERY  

IS OPEN  EVERY WEEKEND FROM 

10am �² 4pm  
New works now on display by leading artists 

 
Enjoy a free cup of tea or coffee 

Open Saturday and Sunday 
Corner Ashmore Rd and Carrara St, Benowa 

Sculptor sô Society Gold Coast  
Annual Charity Exhibition 2011  

is on from Friday  15 th  April  from 6.30pm  
RAISING MONEY FOR QUEENSLAND FLOOD RELIEEF  

 

Come along, have some fun, grab a bargain at the auction.  

Entry is by gold coast donation.  
Buffet and refreshments.  

 

Exhibition Hours: 10am ï 4pm 

Saturday 16
th
 and Sunday 17

th
 April  

Schoolhouse Gallery 

Corner Ashmore Rd and Carrara St, Benowa 

See us on Facebook at Sculptors Society Gold Coast Inc 

EXHIBITIONS, CL ASSES &  OPPORTUNITIES  
Opportunities, exhibitions  & classes  


