
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In this edition of Claypen: 
 

 tƻǊŎŜƭŀƛƴ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ [ȅƴ wƻƎŜǊΩǎ {ǿŀȅȊŜ Ŧŀƴǘŀǎȅ ŎƻƳŜ ǘǊǳŜ  

 
 ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ tŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ tƻǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ tŀǊƛǎƛŀƴ ς Michel Boulay 

 
 Pilliga Pottery ς Join William and Barbara Pierce on their southern road trip 

 
 Australia Day at Evandale 

 
 {ǳƪƛ aŜŀŘΩǎ !w¢¸ h¦¢LbD{ ς Marks and Gardner Gallery and Secret Garden 

Café, Mt Tamborine 
 

 Too Cool for School ς Holiday workshops for kids 
 

 aŀƭ [ŜŎƪƛŜ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ ΨaƛƭƭƻΩ aƛƭlington ς two of our favourite artists on their 
Nullarbor adventure and upcoming exhibition which opens Sat March 6th  

 
 Discover Italy with Master, Victor Greenaway 
 Bribie Island Arts Festival  
 Join Vicki Grima for 2 weeks of creative bliss in Bali 
 Loads of Festivals, awards, competitions, exhibitions, tours 
 FǊŜŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ Yƛƭƴ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ς Sunday March 21st 
 Raku Workshop ς Sunday April 11th 
 Jackson Lee Workshop and application form ς hurry on this one!  
 tƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǾŀŎŀƴǘΣ ǇƻǘǘŜǊȅ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŀǊȅ ŘŀǘŜ 

 
 
 
 

The Potters Place, Cnr Ashmore Road & Carrara Street, Benowa 

Mudgeeraba Craft Park, Mudgeeraba Road (opposite Milky Way) 
PO Box 9146, Gold Coast Mail Centre QLD 9726 

Phone Number:  5539 2502 (Benowa)  ABN:33451807867 

Website: www.goldcoastpotters.com   Email: potters@goldcoastpotters.com 

 

Next committee meeting:  Monday, 1
st
 March at 5.30pm.  All members welcome.  Join us for 

a cuppa and some nibblies. Weôll be making pots for the Empty Pots Charity Fundraiser. 

http://images.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.smh.com.au/ffximage/2008/03/06/patrickswayze_ghost_gallery__533x400.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.smh.com.au/photogallery/2008/03/06/1204402595284.html&usg=__mQQifAiK8BZqaRuW-MmRjH7Sogs=&h=400&w=533&sz=37&hl=en&start=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=eKsvhuIDozcXGM:&tbnh=99&tbnw=132&prev=/images?q=patrick+swayze+in+ghost&tbnid=eKsvhuIDozcXGM:&tbnh=0&tbnw=0&um=1&hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1T4ADFA_enAU348AU348&imgtype=i_similar&tbs=isch:1
http://www.goldcoastpotters.com/
mailto:potters@goldcoastpotters.com


 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
I just wanted to let all our Members and interested friends know 
that our demonstration day was a huge success and a lot of fun. 
We were happy to have our event broadcast by Tamara on 91.7 
ABC Coast Fm during the week as a must do on the weekend. 
Then Richard & Bridge from Gold 92.5 gave us a huge plug on the 
10 Best Things to do this weekend. Then the Gold Coast Bulletin 
rang and organised a photo shoot and interview. To cut a long 
story short, my other half Michael became Patrick Swayze, I 
morphed into Demi Moore (I wish), and we were photographed 
playing with clay together, a great theme for Valentine's Day!  So, 
watch out for our bit of "dirty dancing" in the Bulletin this week. 

  

           A big thank you to Di Buckland who came in to assist, even after a big 
party the night before with lots of champagne, and very little sleep. An 
even bigger thank you to Suki, our fabulous Newsletter Editor, who came with her lovely daughters and 
trays of delicious home -made cake and sandwiches to chat, play, take photographs, talk to our customers, 
students, friends and us.  What a trooper! I hope we can do this type of day 
again in the not too distant future. Even though it is a lot of work, it is much 
more fun to share your love of the medium and its methods with all your 
pottery friends.  Cheers, Lyn. 
 
Photoôs on right: Workshop visitors, Jillian and Sarah Boyce from 
Southport join Lyn Rogers, Kendall and Cordelia  Bottom right:  Lyn 
demonstrates shaping a porcelain leaf 

Porcelain Workshop becomes a Patri ck Swayze fantasy come true for 

Lyn Rogers and husband Mich ael.   Thanks to Kate and Stephanie 

from the Gold Coast Bulletin for this great story and photo.  

Great publicity Lyn!  

Porcelain Workshop and Open Day at The Old Post Office 

Gallery by Lynette Rogers  



  

  

 

 

 

 
 
Michel Boulay is quite the enigmatic Gemini.  An 

introspective and complex creative, who seems to pop up all over the globe ς the 
man and his works.  Life is a seductive combination of artistic urges and wanderlust for this expatriate 
Frenchman who has travelled the world but calls the Gold Coast home.  
 
Sitting in the Qantas Club lounge at Singapore International Airport you might come across a Michel Boulay; perhaps while 

browsing the Museum Internazionale Delle Ceramiche in Italy or sipping a cocktail at the Gold Coast Marriot.  Michel has had a 

string of successful solo and group exhibitions over the past twenty years with works in major collections around Australia and 

worldwide.  While his unique, minimalist style has evolved in many different directions, his passion for the rich, glossy brilliance 

of reduction  firing has never waned ï except when it comes to Michelôs other great passion ï travel.  Michel and wife of almost 

35 years, Christiane have been globetrotting most of their lives.  In the past 12 months theyôre trecked the wilds of Patagonia and 

South America, recently returned from Europe and next theyôre off to Vietnam, China and the Australian Kimberley Ranges. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Paris was alive with post-war exuberance when Michel Boulay was born in 1951 to parents without much artistic 

enthusiasm. ñMy father wanted me to be a lawyer!ò Michel says with a hint of scorn in his Gallic features,ò ébut 

I loved music and design - and days and nights in the 

French alps as a ski instructor.ò   Dance bands, jazz, 

newly liberated girls in full circle skirts, the 

emergence of Elvis Presley and the Beatles.  Michel 

was a bit 70ôs óhippyô in the reserved way of  Mr. 

Boulay complete with untamed beard,  long brown 

locks, skin-tight jeans and a love of jazz guitar and 

art. (See his old passport photoôs).  Back then he 

played in bars and was greatly influenced by the 

gypsy guitarist, Django Reinhardt.  Now in 2010, this 

laid back Aussie (yes, heôs spent more time down 

under than anywhere else) has neatly trimmed hair 

and beard, but his love of jazz and Django hasnôt 

waned.  He likes to practice at least a little every day. 

 

 

aƛŎƘŜƭΩǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ reduction glazes began with in Paris with his Ecole Superieure Des Artes 
chemistry teacher, ǿƘƻ ǿƻƴ ŀ ƎƻƭŘ ƳŜŘŀƭ ƛƴ Lǘŀƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǊƛŎƘ ǎŀǘƛƴ ŎǊŀŎƪƭŜΦ !ƭƭ aƛŎƘŜƭΩǎ ƎƭŀȊŜǎ 
are sprayed very thickly with an air-gun and even after 20 years he still marvels at the richness 

ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ type of firing has a mind of itǎ ƻǿƴΗέ 
 

Passionate Potters by Suki Mead 
Michel Boulay - the Parisian with a passion 

for glossy glazes and global exploration 



ñWhen I get sick of working in my studioé I stop. Do some gardening, 

play my jazz guitar, clean.. and go traveling! Michel says chuckling to 

himself.  Michelôs two sons are in their twenties and he is now a 

grandfather to little Marius who looks very much like his grandfather as 

a baby. 

  

Christiane and Michel met working at a school camp teaching skiing.  

Large French companies sent employeeôs kids off to holiday camps and 

that meant lots of fun and good money for young instructors. óThat was 

the lifeô says Michel, ñSwimming in the summer and skiing in the 

winterò.  

 

After completing a diploma in typography and print making, Michel 

went to work as a graphic designer in advertising, followed by a year of 

compulsory army service.  The couple married in 1975 and Michelôs 

love of ceramics began when he and Christiane settled in Japan for two 

years after travelling twice around the world. ñThen we migrated to 

Perth and I decided to go back to University to train as a teacher.  We 

both studied together for a Bachelor of Education.  I specialized in Art 

and French.  Thatôs really how I discovered my love of ceramics, in a 

course to teach kids of all things!ò.  And so with two young children, 

Michel and Christiane headed back to France for more study.  Michel 

spent two years completing a Graduate Diploma in Ceramics at  the exclusive Ecole Superieure Des Arts Appliques 

Duperre in Paris. 

 

That was the beginning of his love affair with reduction glazing. 

òWhen I was at Art School in Paris, the chemistry teacher used to 

work in reduction firing with beautiful glazes.  He won a gold 

medal at Faenza in Italy with his satin white crackle.  I was quite 

impressed and decided to work with these glazes.  They become 

richer under oxidation and I put them on very thick.  Blues, 

greens, reds and even the luminescent white.  All my glazes are 
sprayed with an air-gun on the pieces, in and out. These high 
temperature glazes require a very thick layer to get the rich 
and deep effect similar to glass. Reduction firing is needed to 
achieve this result. Contrary to the dry glazes or slips used on 
my Ȭstrippyȭ pieces, which are only coated lightly with black 
brushwork lines. They are also fired in reduction. Even after 20 years with 
this type of firing you always get surprises when you open the kiln as this 
ÔÙÐÅ ÏÆ ÆÉÒÉÎÇ ÈÁÓ Á ÍÉÎÄ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ Ï×ÎȦȱȢ 
 

Itôs not far to travel to work for Michel.  Just trot 

down the stairs and his private studio awaits. Itôs 

how you would expect it ï tidy, ordered, the same favourite pictures still pasted on the 

walls with a few more added here and there over the years.   Heôs a creature of habit.  

 

You get the sense Michel is a loner who genuinely 

enjoys peace and solitude.  He doesnôt like giving or 

going to workshops.  And how can you argue with a 

Frenchman saying óPour quoi?ò. Why? 

 

 ñMy wife says Iôm lazyò, Michel muses with his feet 

up in a comfortable leather chair. ñNo I donôt cook, 

but I do all the cleaning!ò The Boulay living room is 

calm and incredibly quiet. The warm wooden 

surfaces gleam.  No dust or foot prints.  Itôs definitely 

well cleaned.  Lazy just doesnôt seem to fit - 

sluggish, inactive, supine, inert, lackadaisical?  No, 

this man isnôt lazy, just laid back.  Self contained.   

 



From top: Υ CŀƳƛƭȅ .ƻǳƭŀȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ нллфΦ ¢ǊŜŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ tŀǘŀƎƻƴƛŀΣ 
Michel and wife Christiane Easter Island -2009 

Itôs hard to imagine Michel surging down the road in 

his running shoes, but run he does and not just around 

the corner.  ñI run three times a week at leasté around 

26 kilometres.ò   Heôs very happy running and bush-

walking in the Hinterland, getting dragged along to 

rock and roll and Latin dancing (unless he can get out 

of it ñItôs too hard.  Iôm too old!ò he almost laughs 

again).  The rest of Michelôs days are taken up with 

college appraisals at the Australian International 

College of Art (A.I.C.A.) here on the Coast, working in 

his studio, cleaning house and daydreaming about his 

next adventure.  At this time in his life, thereôs more 

planning for travel than his next exhibition. 

 

In the past two years Michel and Christiane have back 

packed through Vietnam, Thailand and South America, toured China, returned to 

Japan and just spent a few weeks in Paris.  Michel is passionate about Aboriginal art, 

particularly the use of line, and his next trip is through the magnificent Kimberley 

Ranges. ñWe are going to the Kimberlys in Western Australia for four months in a 

four wheel drive. Weôve got all the walking and hiking gear.  It will be cooler in the 

winter and  spring, with wild flowers and no monsoonal rainsò.  But wait, thereôs 

more as Michel continues enthusiastically, ñ.. then for our next trip, we will be 

starting in South Vietnam, going up the Mekong River into China.ò  Time for a cup 

of freshly brewed coffee, but alas,  no famous French chocolate croissant.  Next time! 

 
 

 
aƛŎƘŜƭΩǎ parting words of wisdom;  

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƻƻ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅΗέΦ 
 

 
 
 

And yes, I even managed to get ONE photo 
of Michel laughing!   

Bon voyage and bon chance Michel. 
 

Story:  Suki Mead 
 

 

       



 

 

In October 2009, my wife and I were on our 

way along the Newell Highway headed for 

Victoria.  Between Narrabri and 

Coonabarabran and while in the Pilliga 

Nature Reserve, we passed a sign for Pilliga 

Pottery.  It was late so we went on to 

Coonabarabran and spent the night.   

Next day we drove back to find the pot tery 

and investigate.  On the Newell Highway, 

the turn off is about 20 km north of 

Coonabarabran and then another  

10 km west on a dirt road to the pottery.  It 

is well sign posted and easy to find.  The 

dirt road is mostly in good condition just a 

few pla ces where you need to slow down.  

 

The pottery is in a very large metal building 

at the back, attached to an adobe block 

house.  There was a man throwing pots on a 

wheel, a lady hand carving the pots and a 

third lady painting the pots.  The carving is 

all done freehand and I was really 

impressed with the ladies artistic 

capabilities.  Additionally there were 2 

students from Germany pressing clay into 

moulds, looked like mostly letters and 

numerals.  Finally there was a young lady to  

 

wrap items you might pu rchase and of 

course take your money.  

We were the only visitors at the time and 

they didnõt mind us walking around the work 

area and talking to the artisans.  We found 

the people there very friendly and willing to 

spend time explaining what they were doing . 

I thought it an interesting stop and well 

worth the drive in.  I would recommend it to 

others interested in pottery and traveling in 

that part of the country.  I  

have attached some pictures to give you an 

idea of the building and the wares.  

 

William and  Barbara Pierce, Mt Tamborine.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pilliga Pottery.  A southern road trip with William and Barbara Pierce 

Thank you very much to William and Barbara for sharing their adventures.  

If you have a story and/or some happy snaps to share in our newsletter, 

please email  them through to  suki.mead@bigpond.com .  
 

mailto:suki.mead@bigpond.com


 

 

 
I love the Australia Day event.  The crowd is huge, the atmosphere friendly and we get to sit under lovely trees and talk to 
people about why we love clay.  Lynette Rogers does an amazing job demonstrating on the wheel, it's always a crowd 
pleaser.  Lorraine is there to give out the potters brochures and handle the many sales. The kids are always enchanted by the 
small animals and flowers I make.   
  
The morning passed quickly with groups of children (and a few adults) sitting at my feet making their own creations to take 
home.  I've been participating for the last 5 years with Lynette and Lorraine and I think I'll be doing it for a while longer.  It's a 
shame that other potters don't join us.   Grace Ermer 
 
Another fantastic Australia Day at Evandale. Grace, Lorraine and I love this event with its hugely patriotic and fun atmosphere. 
We joined the Wood turners, the Restoration Society, Spinners & Weavers, Custom Cars, camel rides, wood-chopping, pig 
races, the rodeo, Bush Poets, running events, music events, food from different countries, and much more. This is a fabulous 
event to promote the wonderful facilities and classes at the Gold Coast Potters studios at Benowa and Mudgeeraba. The kids 
love to ask questions and touch the clay, and Grace and Lynette had quite a crowd watching the demonstrations, sometimes 
blocking the walkways. Lorraine did a fantastic job of handing out the brochures and chatting to people, and of making sales. At 
times another pair of hands would have been great to have. It is a long and sometimes exhausting day (I usually set up at 7am 
and we get home at about 5pm), especially if it is very hot, but we enjoy every minute of it. We hope to see you there next year! 
Lynette Rogers. 
  

    

 

 

 
 

Large fully equipped, well lit studio with rivers breezes and mountain views. 

A pleasure to play in!I am offering private classes for one or two students at 

 a time so you can have my undivided attention in either wheel throwing,  

(I have 3 wheels including one for left handers), hand-building, slip casting, 

decorating and glazing. Contact me on 07 55943307 or 0412-197508  

or at romeo-whisky@bigpond.com 
 

My qualifications:   
Certificate III and IV in Ceramics  Teacher to children here on the Coast  
Diploma of Ceramics   Successful workshops with adults and children 
Certificate in Wheel Throwing  Blue card holder 

Australia Day at Evandale  

Private Pottery Classes with Lynette Rogers -  55943307 

mailto:romeo-whisky@bigpond.com


 

 

  

 
Fancy an arty outing.  Not too far to travel? 

Somewhere to relax and indulge all the 

senses.  Marks and Gardner Gallery and 

Secret Garden on Mt Tamborine in the Gold 

Coast Hinterland is a sensory delight.  

Created by two ladies with impeccable art 

pedigrees, Janene Gardner and Mary Marks, 

the Gallery is only half an hour from the 

Coast and about an hour South of Brisbane.  

Janene and Mary both have a keen eye for emerging talent and the exhibition calendar 

changes every 4 weeks.   The gallery is surrounded by 5 acres of beautiful sweeping 

lawns and lovely shady trees and forest. 

 

As you walk through the delightful gallery filled with sculptures, paintings and some striking ceramics youôll 

smell the aroma of coffee and delicious light lunches. Look right and thereôs an unexpected Secret Garden 

Bookshop to your right and handmade jewelry and gifts to your left.    When the smells become too alluring, 

drag yourself away from the art and books and walk out onto the wide wooden verandah surrounded with gently 

waving green and birds alighting on a variety of sculptures set along the  

railing and amongst the leaves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above:  Spoony Lamp by Clairy Laurence, Possum by James Lamar 

Peterson.                                        

Right: Birds ï Monique Quarantini 

Arty Outings with Suki Mead and friends 

Left: Suki Mead & Mary Marks - painting by extremely hot 

ónewô talent, Maki. Striking ceramic óboatsô by Cheryl Jones. 

Right: Mary and Michaela Kloeckner deep in discussion in 

front of a magnificent work by David Groom - ñLight at the 

top of the Fallsò. 

Fleur Schell ï Heidi, Not Enough 


